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National expert impressed with vision at SAAS

Mary Ellen Hudgins, Director of Development

s the SAAS faculty gathered in the Jaffe Room on

‘ N October 29, there was excitement in the air. David
Warlick was in Seattle as keynote speaker for the
National School Board Association’s Conference which
draws 2,000 educators from across the nation. For the

previous few hours, David had toured SAAS and now would
speak privately to the Seattle Academy faculty.

Imagine our surprise and pleasure upon hearing his open-
ing words: “I am intimidated right now for two reasons.
First, much of what | talk about as necessary change in
education is already happening in this school. And second,
there is all this emphasis on a Culture of Performance
here, and now | have to “perform” in front of the teachers
of performance!”

David Warlick is a 30-year educator and the parent of a
teenager. He has been a classroom teacher, district ad-
ministrator, and staff consultant with the North Carolina
Department of Public Instruction. For ten years, David has
operated the Landmark Project, a consulting and innovations firm. He is in worldwide demand for his cutting-edge
ideas about education in the 21st century.

David Warlick works with SAAS faculty on 21st
century learning.

David’s consistent message is that we are preparing kids for a future about which we know almost nothing. We
must focus on skills they will need in the Information Age: that is, how to be of value to the world as it evolves.
And, we must stop preparing them for a future that no longer exists.

Throughout his lecture, David introduced (or re-introduced) SAAS teachers to Web 2.0 -- a catchword for a plethora
of second generation web-based tools and sites. The list includes everything from “Twitter” to “Ajaxchat,” from
wiki’s to virtual worlds, from Facebook to pod casts, from “jacket” computers to GPS toe rings (computers actually
worn on the human body!). David insists that parents and educators must understand and learn to use these tools
in order to effectively educate our kids and remain connected to the world they live in and the ways they learn.

After his visit, David wrote the following blog entry dated November 1, “My Fieldtrip to Seattle Academy,” acces-
sible in full at http://www.davidwarlick.com/2cents: “But even standing before all these education and ed tech-
nology leaders [at the NSBA conference] paled compared to the day before, when | worked with educators at
Seattle Academy of Arts and Sciences. | do not believe that | have ever worked with, or known a school, where
the spectrum between vision and business-as-usual has sided so strongly with the visionary.”

Consider a visit to http://www.landmark-project.com to learn more about this remarkable educator and his vision
of the future of education.

Return to Main
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Standing left to right: Assistant Coach Walter Major, Lindsay Pickering '11, Chanelle Astrof '12, Mani
Hooyman 09, Taylor Dillard '09, Makenzie Brandon '09, Alex Stirgus '11, Maria Brickman 11, Sierra Keeler
10, Katie Raynolds '09, and Head Coach Rob Phillips. Second row left to right: Abby Callahan '09, Lucy
Fikso '09, Lindsey Vandergrift '12, Hannah Stoddard '12, Rosalie Forman '09, Maddie Mark '12, and Hannah
Dougherty '09. Front row left to right: Aubree Mladenovic '11, Achijah Berry '10, Talia Shulman '10, Lanise
Laube '10, and Rylie DeGarmo 11

Girls’ varsity soccer: best in State in 2008!

Marc Moquin, Assistant Athletic Director

n November 22, the Seattle Academy’s girls’ soccer team won their second 1A State championship in
four years, dominating Seattle Christian at Sunset Chevrolet Stadium in Sumner.

“It was an entire team effort,” says Head Coach Rob Phillips. “I can’t imagine feeling prouder of a team or luckier

to be their coach. It was one of those seasons when you sit back in awe and watch a group of players rise to the

occasion time and again and accept all kinds of obstacles thrown in their way time and again.”

The victory capped an incredible 22-1 season in which the Cardinals outscored their opponents, 92-9. Four play-
ers made first team All-League, led by Emerald City League Most Valuable Player, forward Sierra Keeler '10.
Sierra was top state scorer with 89 points (36 goals, 17 assists). She was joined on the All-League first team by
midfielder Makenzie Brandon ’09, (fourth in league-scoring with 40 points including a league-leading 22 assists),
defender Achijah Berry 10, and midfielder Lindsay Vandergrift ‘12, who was also named Rookie of the Year.

Named second team All-League were defenders Lucy Fikso '09 and Alex Stirgus ’11 and forward Maddie Mark
’12, who finished fifth in the ECL scoring with 31 points (12 goals, 7 assists).

This Cardinal squad had eight seniors on the roster, including seven who played on the 2005 championship
squad. “These seniors compiled an overall record of 67-9-3, won two state titles, and three league titles,” Rob
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notes. “Before they arrived at Seattle Academy, we’'d
never past the first round of the State Tournament nor
won a league championship.”

The 5-0 State championship victory vs. Seattle Christian
epitomized the Cardinals’ season. Showing their balance
and depth, five different Seattle Academy players, Sierra,
Maddie, Rylie DeGarmo 11, Hannah Dougherty 09, and
Rosalie Forman '09 scored. The Cardinals played their
last four playoff games without all-league defenders Lucy
Fikso and Achijah Berry, out due to injury, yet didn’t miss
a beat. Goalie Talia Shulman 10 capped off the night with
her State-leading 16th shutout of the season.

As great as the team was on the field, Coach Rob Phillips
was just as impressed with the enthusiasm and excite-
ment in the stands. “l was amazed by what was taking
place in the stands,” reports Rob. “From the opening
drum-roll of Rian Claxton '09 and Tyler Reymore '09, to
the constant stream of red and black clad (and painted
faces!), Seattle Academy students, faculty present with
families in tow on a cold night the weekend before finals,
to the parents with red wigs, the scores of alumni attend-
ing, and alum parents, the constant cheering and the
celebration on the field at the end, it was an incredible
statement about who we are as a community.”

First team All-League defender Achijah Berry 10 looks
to make a move.
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Sierra makes the news

The state’s leading scorer, Sierra Keeler '10, ECL Most
Valuable Player, was recently featured in a Seattle
Times story, and a KING 5 video has aired several
times. Check these out at http://www.hsgametime.
com/seattle/videopage.html|?z=y&nvid=300932 and
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/highschool-
sports/2008408274 mayers19.html

ECL Rookie of the Year Lindsey Vandergrift '12.

Return to Main
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Poetry Night: trust supports the greatest risks

Mary G.L. Shackelford, SAAS Watch Editor

Le You can't claim you're a writer until you get out
there and share your work,” says Lauri Conner
who teaches Creative Writing, an elective open

to seniors. “When my students do that, | am never more
proud! To put themselves out on the stage behind their
own words, their own work, it is the greatest risk. They
expose so much of themselves; kids don’t usually take
that kind of risk. When they do, there’s this shining light all
about them. It is the Culture of Performance at its best.”

“I was terrified when | first went up,” admits Erin Handley
'09, “but right after it was over, | wanted to get up and do
it again. The reason SAAS is such a special community
is because we are not only allowed but encouraged to
take risks and trust in our peers. | read very personal
poetry and literally sobbed after getting off stage. That
said, | wouldn’t give up the feeling of sharing my poetry
with the people there.”

In the 7th year of Poetry Night, this fall's Autonomous
Creations featured 23 students reading their own work.
Conner says many students use Poetry Night to share
stuff they can’t talk about. Sometimes they send a mes-
sage to friends; sometimes they reach across the space
to re-connect with parents. And each year, it's not just
the writers who are moved. Poetry Night is a profound
experience for the parents, other students, friends from
outside the community, and faculty members who come
to witness. “I think it makes us all realize we are not so
alone in the world,” reflects Conner.

Ryan Lee '09 was emcee for the event. “I had to run up on
stage before every person and give an introduction. Each
and every time, | had terrible stage fright, but | got more
and more comfortable. The best part of the night was the
atmosphere of the supportive audience and intensity of
every word that rolled off the tongue or was a little stuck
in the throat. It was all very powerful having each student
breathe out each word and knowing it was all them being
exhaled.”

Poetry Night is the culmination of a demanding process.

After seeing his Grunge Is Dead series, Lauri Conner
commissioned Tristan Eden '09 to create drawings for
Poetry Night. While emphasizing that the Autonomous
Creation drawings do not embody the same meaning
and authenticity as the more nuanced Grunge series,
Tristan explains he used the same technique. “1 drew
my subjects without looking and did not lift my sharpie
from the paper during the entire process. | chose blind
contours because they are fast and can convey a lot of
emotion though they are simple drawings.” Tristan’s
Autonomous Creations were initially drawn directly on
huge sheets of heavy paper about 10-15 feet long.

Conner explains that to create the safety to touch the vul-
nerable places inside themselves and become willing to
share at the deepest levels, the students work together
to nurture trust, respect, integrity, and responsibility
within the classroom. All work is confidential until and
unless the student decides to share it at Poetry Night.
During critique, each writer listens without responding;
there’s no defending your work.

“As a writer, you can't be afraid. You have to get a
tough skin, and you have to work it out. The kids create
their own trust within the class; they develop their own
respect. It's nothing | can build,” Conner emphasizes.
“That would be false, and the kids would know it. They

Return to Main
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Birdland Library architect visits MS """ 7 e

en e Verah Esa

Middle School students got a first peek at plans for the small library envi-
sioned for Birdland School in Zambia.

More...

Architect Trevor Lunde donated his
design for the new Birdland Library.

Zambia school library funds raised

With imaginative bake sales, eighth graders have led the drive to raise funds
to build a school library in Lusaka. They’re more than halfway there!

More...

Middle School English teacher Sonja
Nielsen with 8th graders Wendy Collins,
and Will Greene

Reaching out to Mix It Up

Upper School students helped Middle School students mingle at Mix it Up
Day, a nation-wide celebration designed to get students out of their comfort
zones, sit with students they wouldn’t normally hang out with, generate
conversations, and hopefully make some new friends in the school.

More...

Brandon Williams "10 holds up a sign to
direct Middle School students to Mix It
Up activities.

Return to Main
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Birdland Library architect visits Middle School

Aaron Berhe '13

had the pleasure of meeting Trevor Lunde, a local

architect who generously volunteered to design the
Birdland Library to be builtin Lusaka, Zambia. We were
excited to hear him explain the plans and talk to us about
what it takes to become an architect. Students asked
lots of questions!

I n mid-November, our eighth grade English classes

Trevor has drawn up brilliant plans that will create ex-
actly the kind of library Birdland students need. It is to
be roughly 30’ by 20’ and will have significant sections
of wall set aside for bookshelves. Not only will the library
hold books, there will also be a sunken area where chil-
dren can perform for classmates who can watch from the
two cement steps that lead down to the “stage.” Within
the library, there is also potential classroom space for
teachers to use and a storage room where individual
students could take tests if necessary. The front of the
building has a deep, covered verandah that will allow
students to gather outside, out of the glare of the sum-
mer sun or the rains of the rainy season.

We were very impressed that Trevor created an amazing design for the Birdland Library pro bono. Asked why,
he said, “When | saw Nick Lew’s photos and heard about the library project, | wanted to be part of it. Since | had

Architect Trevor Lunde has donated plans for the Bird-
land Library, a project which Middle School students
fervently support, aiming to raise the funds needed

to build the facility in Lusaka AND stock it with books
they want to share with penpals in Zambia.

the skills, it seemed like the thing to do. It feels good to be a part of this.”

We also learned about the education an architect needs and the lengthy period of apprenticeship before an
architect can take the professional exams. Trevor explained the multiple stages that any project goes through
from its initial vision to its final construction. All these stages make the job fun, he added, because he gets to
draw, sketch, paint, make models, interact with clients, and even put on a hard hat to work with contractors on

the construction site. He said he never gets bored.

To thank Trevor, Preston DeGarmo '13 made a beautiful card for him in the image of the Birdland Library, and

all the eighth graders signed it.

Return to Students

Return to Main
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Bake sales raise funds for Zambia school library

Emma Healey '13 and Katie Hodgman '13

t the recent bake sale put on by the
AMiddIe School Zambia Club, we set a

new record for fundraising. The spooky
themed bake sale raised a chart-topping $736
for the Birdland Library in Lusaka, Zambia. Not
only were there frosted cupcakes and brown-
ies, but lollipop ghosts draped in white Kleenex
also helped the club exceed all previous efforts
at fundraising.

For those of you not familiar with our goal, the - .
Middle School is raising money to pay for a 8th graders Wendy Collins, Will Greene, Alice Flood, and Miri-am Levy
thirty by twenty foot library for Birdland School.  at the Spooky Bake Sale sponsored by the Middle School Zambia Club.
Although this school is in the capital of Lusaka,

like the majority of schools in Zambia it draws

students from very poor families. Students don’t have textbooks or books for pleasure reading; instead they can
only read whatever lessons their teacher writes up on the chalkboard. We want to give these children an oppor-
tunity to read stories, as well as non-fiction books, just like we have been able to do ever since we were young
kids.

Our club has got off to a great start, thanks to the overwhelming enthusiasm of the new Zambia Club members
and the entire Middle School. The eighth graders in particular are taking great pride in doing something that helps
others in the world.

Combining funds from our two-year effort, we currently have earned a total of $12,000, over half the cost of build-
ing the library. Soon we will start collecting appropriate books for the library.

Return to Students Return to Main
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Lea Anne Ottinger (Ryan '15 and Michael '10) and Patty Trustee and Development Committee
Lazarus (Micah '13) enjoy hot soup before settling in Chair Mike Halperin (Lucy '15 and Taylor
to make calls to other SAAS parents. ’10) calls SAAS parents in an effort to

reach a goal of 100% parent participation
in the Annual Fund.

SAAS parents honored as businesswomen

he Puget Sound Business Journal recently announced their Women of Influence awards for 2008. The list
Tof 15 impressive leaders in business, professions, and non-profits includes two businesswomen with ties

to Seattle Academy: Fran Bigelow (Dylan '88), founder and owner of Fran’s Chocolates, and Lee Rhodes
(Cedric '12), founder and owner of Glassybaby.

Congratulations, Fran and Lee. We expect many SAAS graduates will follow in your entrepreneurial footsteps!

Return to Parents Return to Main
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SAAS alum lands plum job at the Hutch

Stacie Cone, Alumni Affairs Director

debate, the vocal program, theatrical productions, and an Alaska

paddle trip. “Everything | did at SAAS had a performance aspect
- which at times stressed me out - but taught me so much and made me
who | am,” Celeste reflects. She credits the Culture of Performance for
helping her become composed, articulate, and confident.

n t Seattle Academy, Celeste Jalbert '04 participated in speech and

Celeste recalls academic challenges as well. “American Studies with Rob
and Joe nearly killed me! But when | got to college, | realized how much |
learned. All freshmen take the same English class at George Washington.
| got an A on everything | handed in. | labored in honors English at SAAS
and received one A (an A- no less) the entire year.”

As a freshman at George Washington University, Celeste was selected for
the inaugural “Dean’s Scholars in Globalization Program.” The two-year
program focused on urbanization and global development and included
summer immersion in Singapore and Chile. As a junior, Celeste declared
her major in women'’s studies with a minor in communications. She pub-
lished a senior thesis exploring how women vote — if indeed they have
gender-specific trends or patterns — and researched her paper as Hillary
Clinton was campaigning for president. One semester and many pages
later, The Myth of the Women'’s Vote: From Suffrage to the 2008 Election
was compete. She graduated in June 2008 with honors.

After graduation Celeste considered her options and defined her career
goal “to help non-profit organizations maximize their impact.” She spent
a month as “the hardest working unemployed person her parents have
ever seen” by scheduling nearly 30 informational interviews at a variety of
prestigious non-profit organizations. “I spent so much time at the Gates

Celeste Jalbert '04 graduated from
George Washington University in June
with honors. She is currently employed at
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
as Major Gifts Coordinator.

Foundation people thought | actually worked there.” She also enrolled in the University of Washington Fundrais-
ing Certification Program and took a temporary position at the UW Alumni Affairs office. And she went on more
interviews. “In my interviews everyone would ask where | went to high school. Inevitably when | mentioned Seattle
Academy the response was positive. The awareness is out there that SAAS is a great school. “

The hard work paid off when Celeste was hired as Major Gifts Coordinator at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center. “I'm happy to have what | consider my perfect job at Fred Hutch. It's an organization that | respect, and

I know | will learn so much.”

Post-graduate success didn’t stop there. In September, Celeste submitted her senior thesis to the Midwest Po-
litical Science Association. She will attend the annual conference in Chicago in April to present her thesis and

participate in a panel on gender and politics.

Return to Main





